
April 6, 2025
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open
our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the
extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21
Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings out
chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished,
quenched like a wick. Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you no perceive it? I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the
people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.

PSALM: Psalm 126
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,

then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,

and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations,

"The LORD has done great things for them."
The LORD has done great things for us,

and we are glad indeed.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,

like the watercourses of the Negeb.
Those who sowed with tears

will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to
the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on
faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that
I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my
own but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,



I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

GOSPEL: John 12:1-8
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised
from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at
the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet,
and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas
Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, Why was this perfume
not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor? (He said this not because he
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal
what was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the
day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me."



April 6, 2025
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

A brief silence.

Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the gospel and bring
forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us courage in the face of
change. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and environmental
catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human disregard. Amplify the voices of climate
scientists and researchers working to chart a new course. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from working together
for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collaboration among the nations. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer

Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed or
underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who struggle with money.
Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our understanding of the human
experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or devalued. Deliver us especially from the scourge
of racism. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power of his
resurrection as we give thanks for all the saints who have attained the prize of their heavenly
call. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Farris Gwinn.
Let us pray for all those in need:
The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;
The anxious and vulnerable
The sick and those recovering from illness and injury;
Those grieving over the death of loved ones;
Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;
All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



April 13, 2025
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION / PALM SUNDAY

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 344    All glory, laud, and honor

Refrain
All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king,
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

1 You are the king of Israel and David's royal Son,
now in the Lord's name coming, our King and Blessed One. Refrain

2 The company of angels are praising you on high;
creation and all mortals in chorus make reply. Refrain

3 The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went;
our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present. Refrain

4 To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise.
To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise. Refrain

5 Their praises you accepted; accept the prayers we bring,
great author of all goodness, O good and gracious King. Refrain

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take
on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience
to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher,  that I may know how to sustain the weary
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my
back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard. I did not hide my
face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my
adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me
guilty?

PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble;

my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;



my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances;

when they see me in the street they avoid me.
Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;

I am as useless as a broken pot.
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;

they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.

I have said, "You are my God.
My times are in your hand;

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me.
Let your face shine upon your servant;

save me in your steadfast love."

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled
himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

GOSPEL: Luke 22:14—23:56
When the hour came, Jesus took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. He said to
them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I tell you, I will
not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks
he said, "Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I will not
drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." Then he took a loaf of bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." And he did the same with the cup after supper,
saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. But see, the one
who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. For the Son of Man is going as it has
been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!" Then they began to ask one
another which one of them it could be who would do this. A dispute also arose among them as to
which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest. But he said to them, "The kings of the
Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so
with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one
who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the
one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. You are those who have stood by me in
my trials; and I confer on you, just as my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, so that you
may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, but I have
prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned back,
strengthen your brothers." And he said to him, "Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to
death!" Jesus said, "I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denied three
times that you know me. "He said to them, "When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals,
did you lack anything?" They said, "No, not a thing." He said to them, "But now, the one who



has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak
and buy one. For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me, 'And he was counted among the
lawless'; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled." They said, "Lord, look, here are
two swords." He replied, "It is enough." He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount
of Olives; and the disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them, "Pray that
you may not come into the time of trial." Then he withdrew from them about a stone's throw,
knelt down, and prayed, Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but
yours be done." Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his
anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down
on the ground. When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping
because of grief, and he said to them, "Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not
come into the time of trial."While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one
called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus
said to him, "Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?" When those who
were around him saw what was coming, they asked, "Lord, should we strike with the sword?"
Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, "No
more of this!" And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the
officers of the temple police, and the elders who had come for him, "Have you come out with
swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did
not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!" Then they seized him
and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house. But Peter was following at a
distance. When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together,
Peter sat among them. Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said,
"This man also was with him." But he denied it, saying, "Woman, I do not know him." A little
later someone else, on seeing him, said, "You also are one of them." But Peter said, "Man, I am
not!" Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, "Surely this man also was with him;
for he is a Galilean." But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are talking about!" At that
moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The Lord turned and looked at Peter.
Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, "Before the cock crows
today, you will deny me three times." And he went out and wept bitterly. Now the men who were
holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; they also blindfolded him and kept asking him,
"Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?" They kept heaping many other insults on him. When day
came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, gathered together,
and they brought him to their council. They said, "If you are the Messiah, tell us." He replied, "If
I tell you, you will not believe; and if I question you, you will not answer. But from now on the
Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God." All of them asked, "Are you,
then, the Son of God?" He said to them, "You say that I am." Then they said, "What further
testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!" Then the assembly rose
as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They began to accuse him, saying, "We found this
man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself
is the Messiah, a king." Then Pilate asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" He answered,
"You say so." Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, "I find no basis for an
accusation against this man." But they were insistent and said, "He stirs up the people by
teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place."When Pilate
heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned that he was under
Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. When
Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to see him for a long time, because
he had heard about him and was hoping to see him perform some sign. He questioned him at



some length, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by,
vehemently accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked
him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That same day Herod and
Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies. Pilate then called
together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to them, "You brought me this
man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your presence and
have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent
him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged
and release him." Then they all shouted out together, "Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas
for us!" (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in
the city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; but they kept
shouting, "Crucify, crucify him!" A third time he said to them, "Why, what evil has he done? I
have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and
then release him." But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be
crucified; and their voices prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be
granted. He released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection
and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished. As they led him away, they seized a man,
Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made
him carry it behind Jesus. A great number of the people followed him, and among them were
women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said,
"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For
the days are surely coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never
bore, and the breasts that never nursed.' Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us';
and to the hills, 'Cover us.' For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it
is dry?" Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. When
they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one
on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know
what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by,
watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is
the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him
sour wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an
inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." One of the criminals who were hanged there
kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other
rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve
for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when
you come into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise. "It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus,
crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." Having said this,
he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said,
"Certainly this man was innocent." 48And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this
spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his
acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance,
watching these things. Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a
member of the council, had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of
Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a



rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. It was the day of Preparation, and the sabbath
was beginning. The women who had come with him from Galilee followed, and they saw the
tomb and how his body was laid. Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments. On the
sabbath they rested according to the commandment.
April 13, 2025

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. Make us unflinching
servants of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the forces of injustice and
practice radical compassion. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

For the earth and all its inhabitants, created in love: Train us to recognize your divine goodness
in the world around us. Rouse in us a reverence for creation, that we take greater care of its
resources. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and compassion: Supply them
with courage and vulnerability when challenged with new ideas. Deliver them from fear that
limits imagination and impedes justice. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Accompany those who feel
abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly accused, and embrace those who are
incarcerated or detained. Heal those who are ill. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with Jesus to the cross: Reveal
to us once again the earthshaking power of humble service, unmerited forgiveness, and
sacrificial love. Lead us all from death to life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

We remember those who have died who were commended into your hands. Remember us when
you come into your kingdom, and prepare a place for each of us with you in paradise. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Bret and Maria Jacobs.
Let us pray for all those in need:
The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;
The anxious and vulnerable
The sick and those recovering from illness and injury;
Those grieving over the death of loved ones;
Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;
All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



April 20, 2025

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, EASTER DAY

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin,
that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43
Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."

PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;

God's mercy endures forever.
Let Israel now declare,

"God's mercy endures forever."
The LORD is my strength and my song,

and has become my salvation.
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:

"The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
The right hand of the LORD is exalted!

The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!"
I shall not die, but live,

and declare the works of the LORD.
The LORD indeed punished me sorely,

but did not hand me over to death.
Open for me the gates of righteousness;

I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
"This is the gate of the LORD;

here the righteous may enter."
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me

and you have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.
By the LORD has this been done;



it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the  LORD has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since death
came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being;
for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the
first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands
over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and
power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:1-12
On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the spices that
they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they
did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling
clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but
the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has
risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be
handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again." Then they remembered
his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it
was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who
told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by
themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.



April 20, 2025

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
On this day of resurrection joy, let us offer our prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and our
world.

A brief silence.

Renewing God, the good news of your resurrection changed the world. Give church leaders and
all the baptized the same excitement as the women at the tomb, and inspire us to share your
abundant life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Sustaining God, your creation abounds with signs of new life in budding trees and newborn
creatures. Provide fertile soil, ample sunlight, and nourishing rain for the growth of plants, and
provide farmers with a plentiful harvest. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Sheltering God, strengthen and sustain all who support vulnerable people across the world.
Empower government agencies and international organizations that provide for refugees and
migrants forced to leave their homelands. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Encouraging God, you do a new thing among us. We pray for those gripped by fear and anxiety
or who suffer in any way. Send us as your healing presence to places of hunger, pain, illness, or
overwhelming sorrow. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Surprising God, you offer endless ways for us to delight in your grace. Give this community of
faith a sense of joy and wonder in exploring new avenues of faith formation, worship, and
discipleship. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Resurrecting God, you make us alive in Christ. Thank you for blessing us with faithful witnesses
who now rest in you Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Melissa Jacobs and Dustin Lala.
Let us pray for all those in need:
The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;
The anxious and vulnerable
The sick and those recovering from illness and injury;
Those grieving over the death of loved ones;
Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;
All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, trusting in your abundant and
ever-present mercy.
Amen.



April 27, 2025
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By
your Spirit's breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32
When they had brought [the apostles], they had them stand before the council. The high priest
questioned them, saying, "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have
filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man's blood on us." But
Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God
of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him
at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to
those who obey him."

PSALM: Psalm 118:14-29
The LORD is my strength and my song,

and has become my salvation.
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:

"The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
The right hand of the LORD is exalted!

The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!"
I shall not die, but live,

and declare the works of the LORD.
The LORD indeed punished me sorely,

but did not hand me over to death.
Open for me the gates of righteousness;

I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
"This is the gate of the LORD;

here the righteous may enter."
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me

and you have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.
By the LORD has this been done;

it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Hosanna! O LORD, save us!

We pray to you, LORD, prosper our days!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD;

we bless you from the house of the LORD.
The LORD is God and has given us light.

Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar.



You are my God, and I will thank you;
you are my God, and I will exalt you.

Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;
God's mercy endures forever.

SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4-8
John to the seven churches that are in Asia:Grace to you and peace from him who is and who
was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus
Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To
him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests
serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Look! He is
coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account
all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
"Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained." But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But
he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered
him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe. "Now Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so
that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.



April 24, 2022

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people
in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your goodness to go and tell
others of your abundant love, that they may believe that Jesus is our salvation and life. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer

Renew your people's commitment to use resources responsibly and to live well with your
creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life in the natural world. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer

Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and compassion. By your Holy
Spirit channel their attention toward serving those who are most in need. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer

Uphold your children who cry out to you. Wherever people are overcome by the fear of death,
breathe into them your life and peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise. With joyful motion and sound, send us
forth with praise that we cannot keep to ourselves. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your Son as Lord and God.
With Jesus our leader, empower us to live according to his ways. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Arthur and Debra Johnson.
Let us pray for all those in need:
The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;
The anxious and vulnerable
The sick and those recovering from illness;
Those grieving over the death of loved ones;
Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;
All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.


