
JUNE 1, 2025
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may
be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 16:16-34
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed
Paul and us, she would cry out, "These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to
you a way of salvation." She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed,
turned and said to the spirit, "I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it
came out that very hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone,
they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. When
they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, "These men are disturbing our city; they
are Jews and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe."
The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and
ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw
them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he
put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. About midnight Paul and
Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.
Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and
immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were unfastened. When the jailer
woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself,
since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, "Do not harm
yourself, for we are all here." The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling
before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?" They answered, "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household." They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the
same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were
baptized without delay. He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and
his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.

PSALM: Psalm 97
The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice;

let the multitude of the isles be glad.
Clouds and darkness surround the LORD,

righteousness and justice are the foundations of God's throne.
Fire goes before the LORD,

burning up enemies on every side.
Lightnings light up the world;

the earth sees and trembles.
The mountains melt like wax

before the Lord of all the earth.
The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD,

and all the peoples see your glory.



Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods!
Bow down before the LORD, all you gods.

Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O LORD.

For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.

You who love the LORD, hate evil!
God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the wicked.

Light dawns for the righteous,
and joy for the honest of heart.

Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous,
and give thanks to God's holy name.

SECOND READING: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone's work. I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." Blessed are those who
wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the
gates. It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star." The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And
let everyone who hears say, "Come." And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who
wishes take the water of life as a gift. "The one who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am
coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints.
Amen.

GOSPEL: John 17:20-26
[Jesus prayed:] "I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may
they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have
given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me,
that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and
have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have
given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you
loved me before the foundation of the world. Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but
I know you; and these know that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will
make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them."



JUNE 1, 2025

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people
in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Holy God, make your people one as you and your Son are one. Extend the gifts we have been
given by your Spirit to all people, especially those experiencing division or questioning your
love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Make worthy the work of scientists who look to the stars and planets, as well as scientists who
look to atoms and molecules. Bring innovation and well-being to humanity through their
discoveries. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Keep in our minds those who have died in war, both military and civilians. May we honor them
by seeking peaceful solutions to the conflicts that arise among nations and peoples. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Grant freedom to all who are overwhelmed by chronic illness, depression, or constant worry.
Open them to receive health and salvation in Christ Jesus through the Spirit's gift of faith. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Stir imagination and understanding throughout the church in the work of poets, theologians, and
hymnwriters. Lead us into new visions and fresh expressions of your presence. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Unite us with the saints who have died and been raised in Jesus. Train us to wait with eager
longing for Christ to come again, even as we sense his presence with us now. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Joe and Diane Sparcella.
Let us pray for all those in need:
The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;
The anxious and vulnerable
The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;
Those grieving over the death of loved ones;
Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;
All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



JUNE 8, 2025

DAY OF PENTECOST

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the peoples of earth. By your Holy
Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love, empowering our lives for service and our tongues for
praise, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting.Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as
the Spirit gave them abilityNow there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living
in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard
them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native
language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we
hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine."
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken
through the prophet Joel: 'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be
turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious
day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'

PSALM: Psalm 104:24–34, 35b
How manifold are your works, O LORD!

In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number,

living things both small and great.
There go the ships to and fro,

and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
All of them look to you

to give them their food in due season.
You give it to them; they gather it;

you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
When you hide your face, they are terrified;

when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;



and so you renew the face of the earth.
May the glory of the LORD endure forever;

O LORD, rejoice in all your works.
You look at the earth and it trembles;

you touch the mountains and they smoke.
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;

I will praise my God while I have my being.
May these words of mine please God.

I will rejoice in the LORD.
Bless the LORD, O my soul.

Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Romans 8:14-17

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba!
Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him.

GOSPEL: John 14:8-17 [25-27]
Philip said to [Jesus,] "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." Jesus said to him,
"Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than
these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. If you
love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you,
and he will be in you. [I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything,
and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I
do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid.]



JUNE 8, 2025

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people
in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Holy Living One, Holy Moving One, burst open our locked doors, and by your Spirit drive us
out into the world proclaiming your mighty deeds. Direct our words and actions, trusting the
Advocate abiding in and among us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Feed and care for creatures that remain hidden to us yet contribute to the vibrancy of your
creation. Train us to interact with creation from a place of wonder, awe, and reverence. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer

Send your Spirit to places where language is a barrier to justice and mercy for those who seek it.
Bless the work of translators, interpreters, and teachers. Promote understanding for the sake of
those longing for true freedom and peace.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Comfort all who live in constant fear and any who are suffering. Remind them that your Spirit
has made them your children and that they are never far from your glory. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer

Guide all bishops, pastors, missionaries, and other ministers of the gospel. Foster our
relationships with partner synods and local ministry partners (especially), that our visions and
actions are Spirit-led. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Gather your people across regions, nations, and lands. Root our common life in the life, death,
and resurrection of Christ, and by your Spirit bind us together with all the saints who have gone
before us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Steve, Connie and Eric
Anderson.
Let us pray for all those in need:
The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;
The anxious and vulnerable
The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;
Those grieving over the death of loved ones;
Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;
All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



JUNE 15, 2025

THE HOLY TRINITY

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we
praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all
adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice? On the heights, beside the
way, at the crossroads she takes her stand; beside the gates in front of the town, at the entrance of
the portals she cries out: "To you, O people, I call, and my cry is to all that live. The LORD
created me at the beginning of his work,  the first of his acts of long ago. Ages ago I was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth. When there were no depths I was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water. Before the mountains had been shaped, before
the hills, I was brought forth—  when he had not yet made earth and fields,  or the world's first
bits of soil. When he established the heavens, I was there, when he drew a circle on the face of
the deep, when he made firm the skies above, when he established the fountains of the deep,
when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his command, when
he marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, like a master worker;  and I
was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and
delighting in the human race."

PSALM: Psalm 8
O LORD our Lord,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens

out of the mouths of infants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies,

to silence the foe and avenger.
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,

human beings that you should care for them?
Yet you have made them little less than divine;

with glory and honor you crown them.
You have made them rule over the works of your hands;

you have put all things under their feet:
all flocks and cattle,

even the wild beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,

and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
O LORD our Lord,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-5
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus



Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in
our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

GOSPEL: John 16:12-15
[Jesus said:] "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but
will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is
mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you."



JUNE 15, 2025

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.

A brief silence.

One God, giver of life, you established peace through your Son and gave your church the hope of
sharing in your glory. Enliven us by your Spirit to speak and act in love for the sake of the world.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Creator of all, you rejoice in creation and have given humankind responsibility for the works of
your hands. Instill in everyone your Spirit of care for the earth, especially in areas threatened by
ecological devastation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Loving Redeemer, you delight in the human race. Move the hearts of world leaders to seek
wisdom, speak truth, and care for all endangered by poverty, prejudice, or violence. Further the
work of international collaboration and peacemaking. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Abiding Comforter, you call out to all who live. Restore severed relationships and protect
children who lack trustworthy caregivers. Grant hope to those who are experiencing fear, pain, or
grief. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

 Holy Three, you are community and you create community. Build up ministries that support
those who are isolated or lonely. Give endurance as we nurture vital relationships in our
congregation and beyond. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Holy God, we remember your saints for their strong faith and witness, even unto death. Console
grieving families. Stir up in us the resolve to end the sin of white supremacy and pursue the
courageous path of justice. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Janice Church and David
Hochstein.
Let us pray for all those in need:
The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;
The anxious and vulnerable
The sick and those recovering from illness; or injury
Those grieving over the death of loved ones;
Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;
All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

God of every time and place, in Jesus' name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these
spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.



JUNE 22, 2025

TIME AFTER PENTECOST—LECTIONARY 12

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free from
the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 65:1-9
I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those who did not seek me.
I said, "Here I am, here I am," to a nation that did not call on my name. I held out my hands all
day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices
a people who provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in gardens and offering incense on
bricks who sit inside tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat swine's flesh, with
broth of abominable things in their vessels; who say, "Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for
I am too holy for you." These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all day long. See, it is
written before me: I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay into their laps their
iniquities and their ancestors' iniquities together,  says the LORD; because they offered incense
on the mountains and reviled me on the hills, I will measure into their laps full payment for their
actions. Thus says the LORD: As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, "Do not destroy
it, for there is a blessing in it," so I will do for my servants' sake, and not destroy them all. I will
bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; my chosen shall
inherit it, and my servants shall settle there.

PSALM: Psalm 22:19-28
But you, O LORD, be not far away;

O my help, hasten to my aid.
Deliver me  from the sword,

my life from the power of the dog.
Save me from the lion's mouth!

From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
I will declare your name to my people;

in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.
You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob's line, give glory.

Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.
For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the LORD's face
hidden from them;

but when the LORD hears them.
From you comes my praise in the great assembly;

I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied.

Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts  live forever!
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;

all the families of nations shall bow before God.
For dominion belongs to the LORD,

who rules over the nations.



SECOND READING: Galatians 3:23-29
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in
Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer
slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if
you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the promise.

GOSPEL: Luke 8:26-39
Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee.
As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had
worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell
down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son
of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me"— for Jesus had commanded the unclean
spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and
bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into
the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, "What is your name?" He said, "Legion"; for many demons had
entered him. They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. Now there on the
hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these.
So he gave them permission. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and
the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. When the swineherds saw
what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then people came out
to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the
demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.
Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been
healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave
them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The man from
whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying,
Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you. So he went away,
proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.



June 22, 2025

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you hear the cries of those who seek you. Equip your church with evangelists who
reveal the continuous call of your outstretched hands and your promises of a home in you. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer

You hear the cries of the earth. Restore places where land, air, and waterways have been harmed.
Guide us to develop and implement sources of energy and food production that do not destroy
the earth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

You hear the cries of those who are marginalized or cast out. On this Juneteenth observance,
guide us continually toward the end of oppression in all its forms, especially white supremacy.
Bring true freedom and human flourishing to all your beloved children. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer

You hear the cries of those who suffer. Come to the aid of all who are homeless, naked, hungry,
and sick. Bring peace to any experiencing mental illness, that they can clearly recognize your
loving presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

You hear the cries of those who celebrate and those who grieve on this Father's Day. Nurture
mutual love and tender care in all relationships. Comfort those for whom this day brings sadness
or longing. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

We give thanks for the faithful departed whose lives proclaimed all you had done for them. At
the last, unite us with them as we make our home in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Rob, Marilyn, Rob., Jr and
Lauren Doyle.
Let us pray for all those in need:
The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;
The anxious and vulnerable
The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;
Those grieving over the death of loved ones;
Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;
All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

God of every time and place, in Jesus' name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these
spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.



JUNE 29, 2025

TIME AFTER PENTECOST—LECTIONARY 13

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom.
Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may
steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
Then the LORD said to [Elijah,] "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when
you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi
as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in
your place. So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There
were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and
threw his mantle over him. He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, "Let me kiss my father
and my mother, and then I will follow you." Then Elijah said to him, "Go back again; for what
have I done to you?" He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered
them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and
they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.

PSALM: Psalm 16
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;

I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, my good above all other."
All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,

upon those who are noble among the people.
But those who run after  other gods

shall have their troubles  multiplied.
I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,

never take their names upon my lips.
O LORD, you are my portion and my cup;

it is you who uphold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;

indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;

my heart teaches me night after night.
I have set the LORD always before me;

because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;

my body also shall rest in hope.
For you will not abandon me to the grave,

nor let your holy one see the pit.
You will show me the path of life;

in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.

SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery. For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters only do not use your freedom as an



opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole
law is summed up in a single commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." If,
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.
Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires is
opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to
each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness,
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy,
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There
is no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with
its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62
When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he
sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make
ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his
disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down
from heaven and consume them?" But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another
village. As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever
you go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of
Man has nowhere to lay his head." To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let
me go and bury my father." But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but let me
first say farewell to those at my home." Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."



June 29, 2025

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.

A brief silence.

God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your self-giving love,
may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

God of gentleness, strengthen the earth's ability to heal. Where there are dangerous storms, bring
calm. Where there are destructive fires, bring rain. Protect homes, habitats, and livelihoods
threatened by climate disasters. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good of their citizens above self-
promotion. Anoint leaders of nations with your Spirit of neighborly love. Protect refugees and all
who live under tyranny or conflict. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

God of kindness, reveal your healing presence to all who are sick or dying. Uphold those who
grieve. Support the needs of any who are unemployed, hungry, or have nowhere to lay their
heads. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

God of love, attend to those struggling with addiction, depression, or uncontrolled anger. Provide
support systems and loving companions as they work toward health, that they may rest in hope
and know the fullness of joy in your presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

God of joy, we give thanks for all who have died and now celebrate the inheritance of life in you.
Keep their examples of faithfulness always before us, that we trust your promises in life and in
death. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Greg, Cyndy and Austin Gab.
Let us pray for all those in need:
The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;
The anxious and vulnerable
The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;
Those grieving over the death of loved ones;
Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;
All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

God of every time and place, in Jesus' name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these
spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.


