May 4, 2025
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and
might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest
and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged
to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going
along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to
the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" He asked,
"Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do." [The men who were traveling with him
stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and
though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him
into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. Now there was a
disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." He answered,
"Here I am, Lord." The Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain
his sight." But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil
he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind
all who invoke your name." But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is an instrument whom I have
chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will
show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." So Ananias went and entered the
house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on
your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit."
And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he
got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength. For several days
he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."]

PSALM: Psalm 30
I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
O LORD my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
Y ou brought me up, O LORD, from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful;
give thanks in holy remembrance.
God's wrath is short; God's favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
While I felt secure, I said,



"I shall never be disturbed.
You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.'
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
I cried to you, O LORD;
I pleaded with my Lord, saying,
"What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me;
O LORD, be my helper."
You have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.

SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing
with full voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" Then I heard every creature in heaven and
on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, "To the one seated on
the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!" And
the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell down and worshiped.

GOSPEL: John 21:1-19

After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by
the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon
Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two
others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We
will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just
after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus
said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." He said to
them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now
they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved
said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat,
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said
to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter went aboard and
hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so
many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the
disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and
took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time
that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. When they had finished
breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?" He
said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." A
second time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord;
you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." He said to him the third time,
"Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, "Do
you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you."



Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to
fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch
out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not
wish to go." (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After
this he said to him, "Follow me."



MAY 4, 2025
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people
in need, and all of creation.
A brief'silence.

Holy One of new beginnings, fill us with new life. Send us into the world as you sent your
apostles Philip and James, to invite people to come and see your wondrous acts in Christ. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer

Revive ecosystems along coastlands that have been devastated by natural forces and human
negligence. Reestablish plant and animal life that purifies air and water and that feeds humans
and other living creatures. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Accompany laborers who get little rest from their work. Give them hope when they struggle to
produce what they need. Give all who labor fair treatment and just wages. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer

Restore all people who cry to you for help. Turn their mourning into dancing, clothe them with
joy, and put a testimony of healing and praise on their lips. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer

Be present to faithful ones who are persecuted for following you. Sustain them by your
faithfulness, and give them strength in the name of Jesus. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Join our voices with angels, creatures, and all the saints in praising Christ and bestowing upon
him all blessing and honor and glory. Reveal Christ's glory to us and through us in our worship.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Colleen O’Reilly.
Let us pray for all those in need:

The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;

The anxious and vulnerable

The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;

Those grieving over the death of loved ones;

Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;

All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



MAY 11, 2025
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of
the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we
may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was
devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When they had
washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who
heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, "Please come to us without
delay." So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that
Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down
and prayed. He turned to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." Then she opened her eyes, and
seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and
widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in
the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

PSALM: Psalm 23 The Divine Shepherd
The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name's sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed
in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation
belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" And all the angels stood
around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God, singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen." Then one
of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come
from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who



have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and
night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will
hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

GOSPEL: John 10:22-30

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to
him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." Jesus
answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name
testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my
voice. | know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No
one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and
no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. The Father and I are one."



MAY 11, 2025
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people
in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

Gentle Shepherd, enable your church to respond to the voice of Jesus. Give us unfailing trust,
unafraid to join in Jesus' work of renewing all things. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Feed your people at the table of creation. Prepare a safe place for those whose environments are
dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making difficult journeys. Prosper your creation for the
sake of every living thing. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who mourn on Mother's Day. Accompany those
yearning to be mothers. Help us to heal from broken family relationships and open us to receive
your nurturing love from all who serve mothering roles in our lives. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer

Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation. Set people in their path who
can provide the care they need, and wipe away every tear from their eyes. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer

Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ innovative imagery to stretch our
understanding. Send Christ to instruct us with motherly care. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer

Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages. Wash us in your saving grace every day, guiding us to your waters of life. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Myris Rehder.
Let us pray for all those in need:

The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;

The anxious and vulnerable

The sick and those recovering from illness or injury

Those grieving over the death of loved ones;

Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;

All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



MAY 18,2025
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts your
most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted
the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him,
saying, "Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" Then Peter began to explain
it to them, step by step, saying, I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision.
There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four
corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of
prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, 'Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’
But I replied, 'By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.'
But a second time the voice answered from heaven, "What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.' This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very
moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit
told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers
also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. He told us how he had seen the angel
standing in his house and saying, 'Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will
give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.' And as I began to
speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered
the word of the Lord, how he had said, 'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit.' If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?" When they heard this, they were
silenced. And they praised God, saying, "Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance
that leads to life."

PSALM: Psalm 148
Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
fire and hail, snow and fog,



tempestuous wind, doing God's will;
mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
young men and maidens,
old and young together.
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will
be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have
passed away. "And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things
new." Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." Then he said to me, "It
is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.

GOSPEL: John 13:31-35

When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will
glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and
as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."



MAY 18,2025
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people
in need, and all of creation.
A brief'silence.

Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as the
church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we least expect. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us. Urge us
toward more deliberate care of the world you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who need their
attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or power. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress. As Christ enters our deepest suffering,
remain with those experiencing despair and great need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love heal us,
convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities. Let everyone
know your goodness by the love we show one another. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of each
person's identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children, kindred of Christ. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Kate, Derrick, Anna and
Thomas Roussel.

Let us pray for all those in need:

The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;

The anxious and vulnerable

The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;

Those grieving over the death of loved ones;

Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;

All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



MAY 25, 2025
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree
of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and
the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and
saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." When he had seen the vision, we immediately
tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good
news to them. We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following
day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia
and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went
outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down
and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of
God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were
baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay
at my home." And she prevailed upon us.

PSALM: Psalm 67
May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God's face shine upon us.
Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God,
let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God,
let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.
May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me
the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. I saw no temple in the city, for its
temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to
shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day
and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.
27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only
those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. Then the angel showed me the river of the



water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the
middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds
of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb
will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on
their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord
God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

GOSPEL: John 14:23-29

Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] "Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father
will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not love
me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who
sent me. | have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all
that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me
say to you, 'l am going away, and I am coming to you.' If you loved me, you would rejoice that I
am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before
it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.



MAY 25, 2025

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people
in need, and all of creation.

A brief'silence.

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work. Guide bishops,
pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning, partnership, and planning. Surround us with
your peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and gardeners who are
beginning their growing season. Join their efforts with the goodness of creation to feed all living
things. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power seek to assert
dominance over others, confound their ways and make them yield to your humble authority.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace. Create places filled with
hospitality where hurting people find your loving presence and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities who assist people
experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from prison, and all marginalized people.
Accomplish your will through their efforts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our baptism and
welcome others into the communion of saints. Gather us with those who have died when we
meet together at your river of life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Pam and Mike Smith.
Let us pray for all those in need:

The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;

The anxious and vulnerable

The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;

Those grieving over the death of loved ones;

Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;

All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



