May 3, 2026
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to
following the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. "Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" But
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city
and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were
stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice,
"Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he died.

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation — if indeed you
have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God's sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." To you then who
believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the very
head of the corner," and "A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because
they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.

GOSPEL: John 14:1-14

Jesus said to the disciples: "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?
And if T go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do
know him and have seen him." Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." Jesus said to
him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?



The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it."



May 3, 2026
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief'silence.
God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we remember Stephen, we
give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen them for their bridge-building ministry between
church and world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, verdant fields, and arid
deserts. Protect the earth's diverse habitats from the forces of pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and organizations as they
begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt
following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing homelessness, those fleeing
war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your heart. We pray for all who are sick.. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer

Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in this community who
have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going through transitions of any kind. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer

Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the care shown us by those
who have gone before us. Grant confidence and comfort for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Ralph and Ione Bean.
Let us pray for all those in need:

The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;

The anxious and vulnerable

The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;

Those grieving over the death of loved ones;

Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;

All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ's resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God,;
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.



May 10, 2026
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the
prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31

Paul stood in front of the Arcopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. For
as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the
inscription, '"To an unknown god." What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who
made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human
hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and
breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of
their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and
perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For 'In him we live and move
and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, 'For we too are his offspring.' Since we are God's
offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and
imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."

PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20

Bless our God, you peoples;
let the sound of praise be heard.
Our God has kept us among the living
and has not allowed our feet to slip.
For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us just as silver is tried.
You brought us into the net;
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
I will enter your house with burnt offerings
and will pay you my vows—
those that I promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams;
I will give you oxen and goats.
Come and listen, all you who believe,
and I will tell you what God has done for me.
I called out to God with my mouth,
and praised the Lord with my tongue.
If T had cherished evil in my heart,
the Lord would not have heard me;
but in truth God has heard me
and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing love from me.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22



Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are
blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be
ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it
with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you
for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be
God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also
he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved
through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at
the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21

Jesus said to the disciples: "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. I will
not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me;
because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by
my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them."



May 14, 2023
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief'silence.
God our faithful companion, you promise to never leave us and to send your Spirit to guide us in wisdom and truth.
Send your people into the world to serve as mirrors that reflect and magnify your love. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer

All the earth sings praises to you. Grant your care to the creatures, plants, and places that are suffering, and equip us
to respond to their song. Make us agents of restoration and refreshment for all your beloved creation. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer

You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show mercy to all who are oppressed, and
speak truth to power through your prophets. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Nurturing Lord, you sent your Spirit to grant us peace. Make your presence known to those who feel abandoned or
alone, and to all who are sick or grieving. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

You hold us in your loving care. We pray for mothers and mother figures. Console all who long to be mothers,
children estranged from their mothers, anyone grieving the death of a mother, and mothers who have lost a child.
Support all for whom this day is difficult. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Almighty God, you give life and breath to all things. We give thanks for the apostle Matthias and all your saints.
Sustain us by your love until we join the saints in glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Ray Knutsen.
Let us pray for all those in need:

The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;

The anxious and vulnerable

The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;

Those grieving over the death of loved ones;

Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;

All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ's resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God;
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen



May 17, 2026
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and
each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14

When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven,
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven." Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's
journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon
the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

Let God arise, and let God's enemies be scattered;
let those who hate God flee.
As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away;
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God,
let them also be merry and joyful.
Sing to God, sing praises to God's name; exalt the one who rides the clouds;
I AM is that name, rejoice before God!
In your holy habitation, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;
you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners' into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in desert places.
O God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
You sent a bountiful rain, O God,
you restored your inheritance when it languished.
Your people found their home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;
sing praises to the Lord.
You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.
Ascribe power to God,
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.
How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be
glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because
the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand
of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 'Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline
yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour.
Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the
same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to
his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever
and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL: John 17:1-11

After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come;
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal
life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father,
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. I have made
your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they
have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to
me [ have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those
whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in
them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one."



May 17, 2026
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief'silence.
God of harmony, as you drew your son to your side, you draw us to you and unite us with the planet and one
another. Weave your church together in a web of mutual love for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer

As your Spirit hovered over the waters of creation, so your Spirit hovers over all that you have made. Bless the
water that sustains the planet and grant wisdom to use it wisely. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

You empower your people with the fire of your Spirit. Challenge activists and organizers, teachers and politicians,
and all in leadership to speak a message of peace and justice. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

You care for all your children. Show your steadfast love to those suffering isolation, especially exiles, refugees, or
prisoners. Break the chains of all held fast by systemic oppression of any kind. Comfort all who are afraid or
suffering from illness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

We give thanks that humankind serves as your body in the world, stewarding your abundant gifts. Guide this
congregation's leaders as they seek your will. We pray for our staff and council Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer

You raise your saints to new life in Christ. We give you thanks for all your saints who have given us glimpses of
your redeeming love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Paul and Wendy Migliore.
Let us pray for all those in need:

The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;

The anxious and vulnerable

The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;

Those grieving over the death of loved ones;

Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;

All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ's resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God;
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.



May 24, 2026
DAY OF PENTECOST

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the
light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through
Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues,
as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every
nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each
one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who
are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed,
saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." But
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem,
let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 'In the last days it will be, God
declares, that T will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and
signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to
blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved."

PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
How manifold are your works, O LORD!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number,
living things both small and great.
There go the ships to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
All of them look to you
to give them their food in due season.
You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return ' to their dust.
You send forth your Spirit, and they are created,
and so you renew the face of the earth.
May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
O LORD, rejoice in all your works.
You look at the earth and it trembles;
you touch the mountains and they smoke.
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
I will praise my God while I have my being.
May these words of mine please God.
I will rejoice in the LORD.
Bless the LORD, O my soul.



Hallelujah!
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

No one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and
there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same
Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another
the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually
just as the Spirit chooses. For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-23

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained."



May 24, 2026
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.
Passionate God, you sent your Spirit through the gifts of fire, wind, and word. As you equipped the disciples for
their work, equip us to bring the good news to all those who long for you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Restoring God, wind and flame bring life and destruction throughout the world. We pray for those who work with
wind energy, for migratory birds, for protection for lands facing destructive fire, for forestry managers and
firefighters. Renew the face of the earth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Ever-present God, your spirit embraces all. Send your spirit of understanding to immigrants, refugees, and any
experiencing language barriers. Bless the work of translators, ESL teachers, ambassadors, and international peace
organizations. Safely guide those fleeing war and danger. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Merciful God, you anoint us with your spirit. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, counselors, and hospice
workers as they care for those in need. We pray for all who seek your comfort. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer

Generous God, you impart a variety of gifts. Set aflame the desire to learn from one another, especially those who
differ from us. Make your presence known through missionaries, peace workers, and through the outreach ministries
of our synod and community. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Life-giving God, we give thanks for those who have died to new life in you, As we observe Memorial Day, we
remember those who died in military service. Comfort all who mourn, and usher in a world where war is no more.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Greg, Cyndy and Austin Gab.
Let us pray for all those in need:

The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;

The anxious and vulnerable

The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;

Those grieving over the death of loved ones;

Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;

All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ's resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God,;
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.



May 31, 2026
THE HOLY TRINITY

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power,
majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your
presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light";
and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And
God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." So God
made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it
was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. And God said,
"Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. God
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
Then God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that
bear fruit with the seed in it." And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind,
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the third day. And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from
the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the
sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and
the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to
rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky." So God created the great sea monsters
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. And God
said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the
earth of every kind." And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every
kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let
us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creeps upon the earth." So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living
thing that moves upon the earth." God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of
all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and
to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given
every green plant for food." And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their
multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all
the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the
work that he had done in creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

PSALM: Psalm 8
O LORD our Lord,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens

out of the mouths of infants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies,

to silence the foe and avenger.



When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
human beings that you should care for them?
Yet you have made them little less than divine;
with glory and honor you crown them.
You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:
all flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
O LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

Paul writes: Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another,
live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet
you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him,
they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am

with you always, to the end of the age."



May 31, 2026

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God's abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.
A brief silence.

Holy three, holy one, you call the church to make disciples of all nations. Encourage bishops, pastors, and deacons
in their proclamation of the gospel and direct all the baptized into lives of humble service. God, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Holy three, holy one, you spoke creation into being and called it good. Protect lands and waters threatened by
human misuse and sustain living creatures of every kind: wild animals, birds, fish, and every creeping thing. God, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy three, holy one, you have given humankind authority over the earth. Raise up leaders who listen earnestly,
speak honestly, and govern thoughtfully. Heal divisions between nations, that we might agree with one another and
live in peace. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy three, holy one, you promise to be with us always, to the end of the age. Surround those most in need of your
healing presence: any who are lonely, all who are grieving, and those who are sick. God, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Holy three, holy one, you set the earth on its axis, and we experience the seasons. Strengthen those enduring
challenges this summer: those who suffer in the heat, parents overwhelmed by childcare responsibilities, and
children experiencing food insecurity outside of school. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy three, holy one, you give rest when our work is done. We give thanks for all the saints who now rest in you,
confident in the promise of resurrection life in the age to come. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all the members of this congregations, especially Regina Hickam
Let us pray for all those in need:

The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;

The anxious and vulnerable

The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;

Those grieving over the death of loved ones;

Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;

All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



