
December 6, 2026

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that

her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: "In the wilderness

prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every

mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the

LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." A voice says, "Cry out!"

And I said, "What shall I cry?" All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower

fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the

word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;   lift up your voice with

strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,  lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!" See, the

Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed

his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

 

PSALM: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

You have been gracious to your land, O LORD;

  you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

You have forgiven the iniquity of your people

  and blotted out all their sins.

I will listen to what the LORD God is saying;

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you.

Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,

  that your glory may dwell in our land.  

Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;

  righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,

  and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

The LORD will indeed grant prosperity,

  and our land will yield its increase.

Righteousness shall go before the LORD

  and shall prepare for God a pathway.

 

SECOND READING: 2 Peter 3:8-15a

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one

day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but

all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise,

and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. Since all these

things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting

for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the

elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where

righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without

spot or blemish; 
15

and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  "See, I am sending my

messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the

Lord, make his paths straight,'" John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the

forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and

were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt

around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me;

I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with

the Holy Spirit."

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.

A brief silence.

 



Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and support us in our doubts and questions.

Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your mission. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of creation where it is in need of your

healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare

your praise. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from discrimination, judgment, and injustice, speak words

of truth and comfort. Lead us toward a world where faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down from above

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities between your people. Sustain and support

people with physical and intellectual disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all. Teach

us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and congregation who are not joyful in this

holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with

depression, and gather all people in your healing embrace. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wilderness and taught us to continue their

faithful work. Make their generous lives an example for all. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

Let us pray for all the members of this congregation, especially Carroll and Elaine Weichers.

Let us pray for all those in need:

The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;

The anxious and vulnerable

The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;

Those grieving over the death of loved ones;

Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;

All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

December 13, 2026

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your

Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the

oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners to proclaim the year of

the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—

to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.

They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins,

they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. For I the

LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing;   I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an

everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples;

all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my

whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth

brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and

praise to spring up before all the nations.

 

PSALM: Psalm 126

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,

  then were we like those who dream.

Then was our mouth filled with laughter,

and our tongue with shouts of joy.

Then they said among the nations,

  "The LORD has done great things for them."

The LORD has done great things for us,



  and we are glad indeed.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,

  like the watercourses of the Negeb. 

Those who sowed with tears

  will reap with songs of joy.

Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,

  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Rejoice always,
7
pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
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Do

not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every

form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

 

GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe

through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John when the

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I

am not the Messiah." And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" He

answered, "No." Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about

yourself?" He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,' as the prophet

Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, "Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the

Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?" John answered them, "I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not

know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal." This took place in Bethany across the

Jordan where John was baptizing.

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.

A brief silence.

 

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of proclaiming good news. Strengthen the

witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church musicians, lay leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and talents to

public worship. Embed your word in their hearts. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. Extend your kindness and relief to

endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely on the rhythms of nature to make their living. Lord in

your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to care for one another. Be present with

the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed

through their actions. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people who have been displaced from their

homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm. Support the work of Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster Response, and all

disaster relief organizations in their recovery efforts. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak and weary. Bestow your spirit upon

this congregation and empower us to comfort the people who turn to us in times of need. Make your church a place of refuge

and healing. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for the beloved, imperfect people whose

lives testified to your radiant love. Anoint all who mourn with the oil of gladness. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 

Let us pray for all the members of this congregation, especially Denny and Marsha Wombles.

Let us pray for all those in need:

The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;

The anxious and vulnerable

The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;

Those grieving over the death of loved ones;

Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;

All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



 

December 20, 2026

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your

mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 

FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Now when David the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around him, the

king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to

the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you." But that same night the word of the LORD came to

Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in

a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a

tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders

of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now

therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following

the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies

from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place

for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall

afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all

your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall

be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.

 

PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

  my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.

  From this day all generations will call me blessed;

you, the Almighty, have done great things for me,

  and holy is your name.

You have mercy on those who fear you,

  from generation to generation. 

You have shown strength with your arm;

  and scattered the proud in  their conceit,

casting down the might from their thrones

  and lifting up the lowly.

You have filled the hungry with good things,

  and sent the rich  away empty.

You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,

  to remember the promise of mercy,

the promise made to our forebears,

  to Abraham and his children forever. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the

revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made

known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only

wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.

 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38

 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose

name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one!

The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel

said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a

son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to

him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."

Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And

now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be



barren. For nothing will be impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me

according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.

A brief silence.

 

Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray for our neighbors of other denominations and faiths.

Inspire the faith of their people. Cultivate understanding among us and strengthen us in love and service to our community.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

 

Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you. Bless and protect the seas, mountains, plains,

forests, skies, and soils that surround us. Give us humility as we tend them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

 

Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for the leaders of all nations, that they amplify the

voices of people in need. Guide all people entrusted with leadership, to create societies in which everyone can flourish. Lord, in

your mercy, hear our prayer

 

Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away empty. Nourish those who lack access to

adequate food and nutrition. Bless the work of advocates, community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to

provide for their neighbors in need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

 

Healing God, you pour out mercy to all you cry out to you. Surround everyone in need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with

your tender presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

 

Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We give thanks for the ministry of Katharina von Bora

Luther and other ancestors who organized, planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they served you. We give thanks

for the bold leadership of female leaders in our own time. Inspire others with their steadfast witness. Lord, in your mercy, hear

our prayer

 

Let us pray for all the members of this congregation, especially Ralph and Ione Bean

Let us pray for all those in need:

The hungry, homeless, or unemployed;

The anxious and vulnerable

The sick and those recovering from illness or injury;

Those grieving over the death of loved ones;

Those celebrating birthdays and special occasions;

All our prayers, be spoken or unspoken.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer

 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Come, eat and drink.

 

 

 


